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.y WASHINGTON. — The Cen-
“tral Intelligence ‘Agency and
&talé Department were thrown
Jntoan  uproar Wednesday
when a news dispatch reported
:Sen. Stephen M, Young as say-
ing he had been told the CIA

-\had committed atrocities ° in

‘Viet Nam to discredit lhe Viat!

Cong. -

" Bul the 76-year-n|d Ohio
. ,Demacrat told the Herald Tyib-
uiie News Service “I did not
" say lhat.”

His earlier purported stafe-
;. -ment elicited an immediate
- denlal from the usually si-
‘lent, CIA. — ‘“ahsnlutely
false,” & spokesman protests
ced — “and  deep angiish
" ameng  State Department,
officials who feared his re-
. ported remarks would have
disastous .repercussions
abroad,

Those reactions stemmed

; from a news" agency dispatch

quoting Young as saying that a

" CIA agent in Viet Nam told

him the CIA commitied atroci-

. liexs there (o underscore the

- Viet Cong guerr |llas reputation
_for cruetty, "

Asked’ aboul  the report,
Young  modified - it consid
.erahly,
Fle tnld the Herald Tribune
,' News Service that "a man who
«claimed to be working for the
.C1A" in Viet Nam alleged the
' intelligence agency had hired
: some South Vietnamese to mas-
i querade as Viet Cong, adding:

) 1t was alleged to me that

“meveral of these executed :
) two village leaders and
i; - raped some wpmen.” -

¥, In an elabération of the r«é-i
H ‘marks Attributed earller to

hlm. the senator mdlcated at
one point_he believed a group
of the purported masqueraders
had r-nmmltted the alleged at-:
rocities, .

Rut he then,added, “1 stlll;
don’'t know,- I don't believe:
such an incident occurred, but!
T could see’ how it could have!
occurred."”

And ‘he said on returning to!
Washington from South Vxet{
Nam he had asked CIA about,
the purported incident and had;
been told the intelligence agen-
cy “would not sanction that.”

. “CIA has employed some
South Vietnamese and they
have been instructed fto |
claim they are Viet Cong |
and to work necordingly,”
the -senator sald, “hut of
course no one could tell me
any . American instructed
anyona -to perpetmte out-
rages.” .

It is unknown if the sena-
tor's elaboration - will ever
catch up with, the remarks
credited earlief to him.

They caust‘d ‘wide consterna-l
tion here. A CIA spokesman
said “as far as our’ agents hav-
ing done such things (commits|
ed atrocities), the utatement

absolutely false. g )
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